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BOOK REVIEWS 

The History of the Jews of Richmond from 1769 to 1917. By Herbert T. 
Ezekiel and Gaston Lichtenstein : Richmond, Virginia, Herbert T. 
Ezekiel, Printer and Publisher, 1917. 

Careful examination of original sources and painstaking inquiry made 
of those who are possessed of valuable traditional material, as well as of 
data of a personal nature, and the results interpreted by a piercing his- 
torical imagination has in the instance of the book of Mr. Ezekiel and Mr. 
Lichtenstein produced one of the worthiest pieces of local historical work 
that has ever come from the Virginian press. 

One of the most gratifying results obtained by the methods of joint 
authorship in this instance is the symmetry of the work: it is splendidly 
proportioned. There is no over emphasis on any detail and one feels in 
reading the story as told by these two scholars that the microscopic neces- 
sity in gathering the details was but a subsidiary function of vision : 
"seeing things together." Here we have the story of the Jews of Rich- 
mond in relation to their surroundings, and the facts thus interpreted 
speak how well they have fulfilled their obligations of citizenship. 

While the work abounds in brief sketches of the more prominent 
members of the Jewish element in Richmond, it is gratifying that the 
significance of "leadership" has not been allowed to crowd out the men- 
tion in relative proportion of those not so favored by opportunity or for- 
tune and the names of the humblest stand out in the pages of this book, 
each significant of the contribution he made to the life of the whole. An- 
other feature of this work is the taste displayed in the choice of illustrative 
documents, quotations, and domestic incidents which lend color to the 
narrative. 

"The History of the Jews of Richmond is a satisfying book. It is a 
model 'for those who shall choose such a field for their literary labor and 
indispensable to those who are seeking facts as to the Jewish element in 
Richmond. 

W. C. T. 



